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Comments are encouraged. 
Please write: editor@development.asia

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Mark Blackwell has more than 20 years of experience covering 
topics ranging from science and economics to politics and cross-
border issues in Latin America for news organizations, including 
the Hearst Corporation and Capital Cities/ABC. He specializes in 
informational graphics.

Joe Cochrane is deputy editorial adviser at the Jakarta Globe news-
paper. He is a former Southeast Asia correspondent for Newsweek 
magazine and bureau chief for Deutsche Presse-Agentur in Cambo-
dia, Indonesia, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.

Bronwyn Curran is an Islamabad-based journalist who worked as a 
correspondent in Pakistan and Afghanistan for Agence France-Presse. 
She is also the author of Into the Mirror, a biography of Mukhtar Mai, 
a Pakistani woman who became an international symbol of female 
oppression after suviving a gang-rape in 2002, then bringing her case 
to court successfully in Pakistan.

Wendy L. Doromal exposed the labor and hu-
man rights abuses in 1991 in the United States 
Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas, 
where she lived and worked as an educator 
and human rights advocate. She has been 
working for immigration and labor reform for 
the past 20 years and has testified before the 
US Congress on the issue.  She is the author of 
the blog, Unheard No More, which addresses 
human rights and guest worker issues.

Jenny Forster is a Bangkok-based journalist 
who specializes in social and environmental 
issues. Despite her many years in the region, 
she retains a newcomer’s curiosity.
 
Bruce Heilbuth has worked as a journalist and 
foreign correspondent on four continents. He 
spent nearly a decade as the editor-in-chief of 
Reader’s Digest magazine’s Australasian and 
Asian-English editions.

James Hutchison has worked as a writer and photographer in Asia 
for more than 25 years. His work has appeared in more than 30 
international publications. 

Keith Rosenblum (left) worked as a journalist 
for newspapers in Arizona, covering the US-
Mexican border and Mexico for more than 10 
years. He now handles consulting and media 
projects in Latin America for a variety of inter-
national groups. He is based in Arizona.

Floyd Whaley, senior editor of Development 
Asia, operates Asia Editorial Services. His work 

has appeared in USA Today, the Los Angeles Times, Discovery Chan-
nel Magazine, and many other media outlets. 

Karl Wilson has worked in Asia for more than 25 years. He was Ma-
nila bureau chief for Agence France-Presse for 5 years and chief editor 
of The Hongkong Standard. He is now the Manila correspondent for 
The National newspaper in Abu Dhabi.

Political Will Needed

T he articles on the MDGs [Millennium Development 

Goals] are very informative, helpful, and thought-

provoking. It is good to know that there has been success 

in some targets, but it wasn’t surprising that many have not been 

achieved, given what has been happening to our world in the last 

several years. There’s a good question in the article, A Skewed 
Picture, on whether the MDGs present an accurate picture of 

progress, and different opinions about this are to be expected. 

But I agree with the statement given by a policy director that, 

“the question shouldn’t be about whether MDG indicators are 

perfect” (they should be accurate though), “…but whether the 

world is prepared to put in the political will needed to achieve 

the goals…” And sadly, it seems that the “world” isn’t prepared. 
  

Marion Mortel 
Capacity Building Coordinator 
Quezon City, Philippines

CLARIFICATION
In the October-December 2009 edition of Development Asia, the second 
to last paragraph of Corruption Challenges Infrastructure Growth by William 
Branigin attributed a progress report to Transparency International. The 
progress report on a pilot program of the Construction Sector Transparency 
Initiative (CoST) was actually issued by CoST itself.


